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MR. W. T. STEAD. 


views” after five years of 


lieves, entirely useful suc- 
cess, Claims attention from 
everyone associated with the work of 
Humanity and Brotherhood. 
cannot all recoguize "a comrade ina 
Holy War,” at least let us be fellows in 
a still holier Peace, 
and stand ever for 
the ideal Liberty 
that knows no curb 
but Reason and no 
coercion but the 
chain of Love. 

HE. P. B. wrote 
once-- "My dear Mr. 
Steud: This may 
seem a poor compli- 
ment in your eyes, 
but in mine it is the 
greatest one I can 
make, when I say— 
You are a true The- 
osophist in heart 
and soul, whatever 
you may call your- 
self.” A eoncrete 


Without having joined the T. S. isim-|than that. 


portant, for it must be remembered 
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phenomenal and, one be- 


If we) mo 
[acter is encouraging. 


WILLIAM T. STEAD. 
example that a theosophist may exist| know bim are witness to greater wrongs 
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when you can. Be a Christ.” 
Mr. Stead's psychic powers are also of 
interest to theosophists, and although 


R. STEAD'S Address in the he seems to douvt the possibility ot 
January “Review of Re- 


such powers having been developed to 
even greater degree in others than in 
himself, to judge by his opinion given 
in ‘Borderland’ that “Mr. Judge de- 
ceived himself before he hoodwinked 
Mrs. Besant,” yet his independent testi 
mony to phenomena of a striking char- 
Perhaps if be 
| fully appreciated the issues at stake he 
might have been as 
anxious to investi- 
ate Mr. Judge: at 
rst hand us to get 
at, for instance, ‘the 
truth abont Russia.” 
Those who do not 
believe “Julia's ” 
messayes to be in- 
ventions merely, 
even when she 
speaks of an ‘‘irre- 
ducible minimum,” 
need not apologize 
for faith in Mr. 
Judge. To be sure 
Mr. Judge bas not 
yet suffered a Hol- 
loway warsyrdonm, 
but those of us who 


Nor is he least, either, in 
‘the Union of all who Love in the Ser- 


that theosophy is not the faith of a sect, | vice of all who Suffer.” 


but that it stands for the united Wis- 
dom of the human race. Why Madame 
Blayatsky recognized a theosophist in 
Mr. Stead may be gathered from bis 
statement when in Toronto in 1893: 
“Itismy life message, condensing the 
essence of the whole Christian religion 
—not be a Christian—but be a Chnisi. 
Be a Mis-iali to some man or womuar by 
you. Interpret God to those you touch. 
Don't preach much. Do a kindness 


While the personal equation claims 


'concideration we must not permit Mr, 


Stead’s opinion on details to blind us to 
the fact that for five years the Review 
of Reviews has been working practical- 
ily on behalf of the first object of the 
,Theosophicat Society, and that Border- 
‘land has been accomplishing wuch for 
the third. Those who like their occult- 
ism diluted and who affect phenomena 
have in it an intelligent record. 
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Karna, 


The tissue of the lite Lo be 

Wo wrave with cclors all our own, 
And in the field of Destiny 

We reap as wo Lave sown. 


Still shal! the soul arotind it call 

The shadews which it cathcred here, 
Aad pintet on th' eternal wall 

The past shall reuppear. 


O, no! We live our Jite again; 
Or warmly touched, or coldly dim, 
The pictures of the Past remain, 
Man’s works shall follow him. 
—Jous GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 


THR RATIONALE OF REINCARNA- 
TION, 

While there seems to be a unanimity 
of opinion that human life is subordin- 
ate to a definite purchase, the popular 
concepts of what that purpose may be 
are extremely diverse. If predicated 
froin the motives which actuate the 
western mind, it wight be money- 
making, the gratification of ambition, 
the indulgence of voluptuousness, the 
mere perpetuation of the hunian species, 
material or mental progress, or a proba 
tion which determines the everlasting 
weal or woe of each human soul, 

Admitting a purpose, and that an in- 
telligent and bevevolent one, reincarna- 
tion under Karmic law, is postulated 
as the only rational hypothesis that is 
applicable to every phase of the ques- 
tion—Why and for what purpose was I 
born ? 

In a condensed outline of so momen- 
toes a subject, it is only possible 
to cite the salient points asa basis of 
investigation. To theearnest enquirer, 
who seeks a more than ecursory know- 
ledge, an intimation that a voluminous 
literature, both elementary and ab 
struse, may be consulted, will encour. 
age him to goileener into the matter be- 
fore dismissing the subject from his 
mind as insufficiently sustitined by cou- 
clusive argument. 

Reasoning by analogy, if one slonld 
ask Why and for what purpose did I 
awake from sleep this morning? his 
comuonserss would suggest an answer 
that would be also applicable to the 
question, Why and for whit purpose 
was I horn? I was alive yesterday, he 
would probably say, and, feeling tired, 
T fell asleep, awakening this morning 
refreshed in order that I might do some 
things that were left undone at the 
close of the previous day und uudertake 
others equally important. Wiete were 
ycu when you were asleep? Yon really 
do not know. 
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Tosay that you were in! be! 
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bed is to Leg the question. There was 
nothing toiulicate that you were in bed 
with your body all the night What 
about respirstion and the circulation of 
my blood? An engine once started will 
rua for a certain length of time in the 
absence of the engineer. If he does 
not come back soon enougn the engine 
will stop. Thisis the rationale of Re- 
incarnation in a nutshell, 

The Theosophicul position with re- 
yard to Re incarnation is, briefly, this: 
The man spiritual is the immortal Ego, 
Without bevinning and without an end 

-an eindnation froin the Deity, invivid- 
ualized snc identifed with a corporeal 
body iu order to gain a apecifie experi- 
ence which nothing bat actual contact 
with gross plivsicul matter can afford. 
The man carnal is the human organistu, 
with its comples functions, appetites 
and instincts, up to the highest poiut of 
evolution, And evolution is but a con- 
scious cort of Nature to adjust itself 
to the needs of Spirit involved and active 
in all grades of Marter. In other words, 
it is the adaptation of objective en- 
vironment to the voudirious generated 
by the subjective sunl of all things. 

Iu the physical body the involved 
Spirit fictions. When tle body is dig- 
carded at death, the Spirit—or Ego— 
withdraws successively to ligher planes 
of conseiousness, Where it assimilated 
all the experience gained] in earth-life 
thetit can. Asit retires to its nitive 
sphere the bodies or vehicles which it 
discards disintegrate on their several 
plines of being. After the Bgo has had 
sufacient repose it enrers again into a 
body exagtly preparel to suit its ro- 
quirements; and this process continues 
until it has outgrowa the necessity of 
Reincarnation, 

But the proof—zive we the proof. say 
you. Il ciunnot give you the proof: this 
journal is not large enough to contain 
the matter that might be written to 
prove the truth of so fur-reaching and 
intricate a subject, If you are at all 
sulicitons or even curions to know what 
way be said to substantinte the fore- 
going and the folluwiny stateruents, 
you should, iu fairness to yourself aud 
the qnestion at issue, be willing to in- 
veslizute to the extent of the weans 
provided—and thoy ure ample. 

If these seventcen stutemouts are true 
then Reinearuution can Se ignored only 
at the expense of the stuittiication of 
gnes reason :—- 

L Eight lnudred millions of people 
ve th Roieuruation, 
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2 Jesus, Buddha, Plato, Pythagoras 
and most of the world’s teachers and 
advanced philosophers and poets of 
every age have taught it. 

5, The Bible contains numerous allu- 
sions to it, which the discerning student 
will readily discover; but, unfortunate- 
ly, theologians have endeavored to di- 
vorce these from their orginal and most 
apparent meanings by indirect inter- 
pretation or snbversive interpolation. 

4. The eminent Fathers of the Chris- 
tian Clinrch believed ‘and strenuously 
advocated it; bnt dogmatic authority 
and the concentration of the age on 
material progress have, on the one 
hand, thrust it into obscurity, and, on 
the other, allowed it to lapse from onr 
ethics without protest and withont 
question. 

5. Most of the other sacerdotal litera- 
tures of the world abound with its 
teachings and doctrines deduced from 
it, and modern philosophy has frequent 
reconrse toit for fundamental hypo- 
theses, 

6. It ensures equal chances to ill. 

7. Apart from it there can be no im- 
mortality for man. 

8. Recourse to analogy confirins it. 

9. Itis strictly scientitic—is, in fact, 
the only scientific hypothesis which 
solyes every problem of human life. 

10. It alone affords a satisfactory ex- 
planation of haman misery and inequaal - 
ity. 

11. Ibis agreeable toa rational con 
cept of the soul. 

12. It exspiains many experiences that 
were heretofore as unaccountable as 
mysterious. 

13. It explains what heredity is unable 
to account for—the seeminy divergences 
from its recognized laws, and the re- 
markable difference occasionally ob- 
served between twins born under pre- 
cisely the surme conditions. 

14. It sbowsa reason for onr likes 
and dislikes, our dreams and the mental 
pictures of persons and places unrelated 
to our experience of this present life, as 
Well as the inntiverable other phenom- 
ena continually cropping np. 

16. It is more in harmony with reason 
thay the generally received doctriues of 
predestination, original sin and future 
punishiwent, 

16, It proves that man is the maker 
of his own destiny, and that he alone is 
responsible for his suffering and enjoy 
ments, 

17. Li offers the most potent induce- 
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ment to honesty, morality, religious 
aspiration. humanitarianism and a just 
regard for the rights of others. 

And vet some people, who scarcely 
know the meaning of the term, say that 
Reincarnation is a pagan doctrine, un- 
worthy of the credence of sensible men. 
Truth is ever defamed by those who 
know her the least. 


Wiriias T. JAMES. 


THE MUSIC OF INDIA. 

If music is not natural, itis no music; 
becnuse uatnre itself is musical at least 
to those who lave eyes to see it and ears 
to hear it. The ancient Indian music is 
in hormmouy with nature, so much so 
that cach tune is assigned an appropri- 
ate name after the seasons and other 
phenomena of nature. Let ‘us hear a 
niece of music composed on the tune 

rabhat (dawn) before the break of day, 
and the same piece iù the afternoon. 
Tt will not sound so sweet in the after- 
noon as it did in the early morning. 
Tn the same way take a piece of music 


| composed on Basant (spring) and sing it 


in the spring. It will be found as sweet 
as the spring itself. But the same pieco 
sung in autumn or in any other season 
will not sound so sweetly as it did 


in the spring. Malhar, likewise, is 
mora sweet in Malhar (rainy sea- 
son) than in any other season. 


Take again the song sung by the Parsi 
ladies on anspicious occasions—a wel- 
come to the rising sun—and others ac- 
companied by this. They have acharm.- 
ing effect on the bearers early in the 
morning; while the saime songs, if sung 
at odd times, will not have that effect 
on the minds of the hearers which it 
had before sunrise The girbis, again, 
which are sung in a circle with clap- 
ping of hands would not appear har- 
monious to nature. Why? Because 
these tunes are based on the keynotes of 
Natare by the first poets who heard the 
divine music, and then conld copy it for 
the instruction of mankind. The Indian 
music is naturalif sang on proper oc- 
casions, Itis charming, soul-elevating, 
and makes the miml more peaceful und 
franqnil if properly performed, though 
tothe western ear. trained to western 
harmony, it may uppear as “nasal vä 
garies of a native singer.” The vibra- 
tions of the sound of uinsic must be in 
harmony with Nature, the vibrations 
of which are not always the same, but 
ever changing. It is not necessary, 
therefore, that certain tunes sung now 
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should ba as sweet if sung at odd inter- 
vals. This wes well known to the in- 
dian poets. who had composed their 
music on this princinle. We do not 
know whether such is the case with 
western music. What we see in the 
western niusic is mostly emotion if not 
kama (desire); it makes a man dance in 
his heart if not in body; while the In 
dian music has tunes more of a tran- 
quillizing nature which makes the mind 
more peaceful than emotional or kamie. 
It isto be regretted, however. that a 
mania is raging among certuin claas of 
native poctasses (sic!, who do not know 
even the « b-¢ of higher music, to write 
sougs ir English tunes. Isay poetusses 
advisediy because these composers can- 
not be classed among Kalidasas and 
such others, Those songs are sung by 
youn people on various occasions, in 
season end out of season, on European 
instruments, and the pure Judian musc 
has been gradually dying ont. People 
do not know what effect the former 
music would have on the surrounding 
men and nature; and so far as the so- 
ealied ‘‘leaders” and “guides” are con- 
cerned, everything goes on with their 
sanction aud «approval. None knows 
whit colors these sound vibrations pro- 
duce, und what harmony they bear in 
relation to the higher nature. While 
the Western science of Sound is ap- 
proaching nearer Ocenltism, it is neces- 
sary f examine this question from that 
standpoint. Sounds can bo seen, it is 
said, aud colors heard. Sir Issac New- 
ton’s theory was that the iinpulse upon 
the nerves of the eye produced by color 
is similar in iind or degree to that pro- 
duced upon theear by sounds. It is the 
assimilation of souud and color which 
produces impressions while aman cau 
see sound and hear color, asin the case 
of the blind man, who, on being asked 
for his idea of scarlet,replied that it was 
ike the sound of a trumpet. Such 
people can see colors in the sounds of 
inusical instruments. few of which are 
said to be as follows:— 

Wind instruments; Trombone, deep 
red; truuipet, scarlet; clariunet, orange, 
oboe, yellow; bassoon (alto), deep yel- 
low; flute, sky blue; diapason. deeper 
blue; double diupason, purple; horn, 
violet. 

String instruments: Violin, pink, 
viola, rose; violoncello, red; double 
bass, deep crimson red. 

The iustruments mostly used by the 
native followers of the Western mnsic 
are generally violins, piauos, barmoni- 
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cas, pixnettes, eto., and it is to be inves- 
tigate whether the colors correlated 
with the sounds of these instruments 
are in harmony with the color of man’s 
higher nature. 

Again the tunes preferred are gener- 
allyofa low nature. mostly dances, 
which produce discordant vibrations— 
atleast discordant to a refined ear. 
Many might have observed that this 
sort of low music leads men gradually 
into the sphere of emotion and passion. 
TE we requira a higher music we must 
cultivate it, and develop it to the 
height of higher Nature; but to culti- 
yuteit we must bave knowledye of real 
music and its bearing on n higher Na- 
ture than we know of We have to find 
out tiie trae keynote of Nature. “It is 
a well-known fact in pliysical science, 
as well as in Occultism,” says H, P. B., 
“thac the agyrerate sound of Nature— 
such as heard in theroar of great rivers, 
the noise prodaced br the waving tops 
of trees in large forests, or that of a city 
heard ata distance—is a definite single 
tone of quite an appreciable pitch,” 
Prof. Rice considera this tone to be the 
actual tonic ot Natnre corresponding 
with the Fa, and Prof, B. Silliman also 
held it to be the middle Fa of tae piano; 
which may be taken. therefore. as the 
keynote of Nature. It now rests with 
the composers and singers of songs to 
carry on their work further on this line. 
But there is another great fault. And 
itis the trade which tuey carry on of 
this music, which is also one of the rea- 
sons of lowering the art of music. The 
art of music isone of the noblest in the 
world; and in music, asin all other arts, 
bargaining is a curse. The art should 
be cultivated for the arts’ sake only. 
Unfortunately, however, siuzing parties 
are engaged for the trifie of a dinuer, 
and itis not wide of the marie to say 
thatin the near future these parties 
will have tu work on rewunneration. 
Thisis most deplorabie. —N.F. B. in Tae 
Theosoplrie Gleaner for Novew ber. 


Non-resistauce on the physical plano 
is the only solution to our social and 
other troubles. Generatiou after gener- 
ution has tried force and coercion, and 
men have died gladly in battle for 
liberty. Are they prepared to die in 
the bloodless battle of nou-resistance? 
Hunger-death is harder than sword or 
bullet-death. Can we die that way for 
liberty, if necessary? 
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INTERNATIONAL 3.5, LESSONS, 


good example of the additions frayuent- 
lv made. The idea of crucifixion had 
not then been broached among the dis- 
ciples, and the young man, a stranger, 
could not have understood the modern 
interpretation. The phrase was sugges- 
tive, however, in connection with the 
Egyptian and other mysteries where the 
initiation of the tau or cross was the 
consummation of the life of the disci- 
ple-ascetic, who had sold everything and 
given to the poor. It is significant that 
on this one occasion upon which Jesus 
is directly asked about the way to salva- 
tion he does oot give an answer at ail 
approaching the usual modern westeru 
one. He disclaims any merit in Him- 
self, and enjoins not only strict obser- 
vance of the whole law, but a further 
sacrifice which would be looked 
upon in the present day as good grounds 
for cominital to au insane asylum. But 
no compromise is permitted, and though 
Peter was aware of it und had to acted 
the disciples “were astonished ont of 
measure.” Our astonishment assmueg 
tne form of disbelief and disregard. 
March 17. Luke xix, 1-10, 

The sycomore tree into which Zacchw- 
us clinibed was the Egyptian fig. and the 
fig has ever been the syrobol of mater- 
ial, as the vine of spiritual things. 
Adam after the Fall was clad with fig 
leaves. Having climbed up to see the 
Master, He who has come to seek and 
to save that which was lost recognizes 
Zacchewus and offers to abide with him. 
Truly, the pressure is great when the 
Master passes. 


Tebruary 24. Jolin tx: 1-11. 


In spite of the direct testimony con- 
veyed in this passage to the fact of re 
incarnation and the recognition of Kar- 
mic law by the disciples as the alterna 
tive to the theory of heredity, many 
readers seem to think that Jesus’ reply 
iguores both principles. What Jesus 
says is simply that the man did not sin 
in previous lives so as to merit directly 
this disadvantage, neither did his par- 
ents siu so that by heredity the defect 
of blindness in their child becomes a 
burden and punishment to them, bnt 
for another reason of still greater im- 
portance. To one blind from birth, 
blinduess is not a hardship as in the 
case of one stricken blind; this man was 
a type of the race in its evolution; he 
had «ttained a certain stage of develop- 
ment; still another faculty has to be 
added “that the works of God may be 
manifested in him.” We are all born 
lacking some important faculty, and its 
development is the continual miracle of 
life. Hewhois the Light of the Kos- 
mos, the iife, the bealth or salvation 
(Ps. Ixvii: 2; Luke ii: 20) of the race, 
and who dwells potentiaily in every 
man must be permitted to shiue in our 
hearts and give this light. The night 
cometh, when all growth is arrested. 

March 3. John xi: 30-45 

The author of “Supernatural Reli- 
gion," an English Charchinan, declines 
to characterise “the artistic narrative 
of the raising of Lazarus, the greatest 
miracle ascribed to Jesus, yet so sing- 
ularly nnknown to the other three 
Evangelists, who. so readily repeating 
the accouuts of trifling cures, would 
most certainly not have neglected this 
bad they ever heard of it." (p. 177, 6th 
Ed.) Lazarus, from Eleazar, Helped 
of God, is evidently a type of the buried 
soul, and the interpretation must be 
spirituel, as verse 2, declaring that the 
believer shall never die, cannot refer to 
the body of Lazarus, else he were still 
alive. Note the parallel between this 
narrative and that of the Crucifixion, 
The Christ cries with aloud voice and 
the stone is rolled away from the tomb 
and he that heareth is unloosed from the 
grave-bands forever. 


Mareh 10, Mark x: 17-27, 
The incident is related in Matt. xix. 


THE LOCAL BRANCH. 


On 30th Jacuary a rcsolution was 
adopted nem con., acquiescing in the 
resolutions of Aryan T, S., expressive 
of confidence in Mr. W. Q. Judge, and 
requesting him to retain his office. Vol- 
uniinous circulars, ete., from Mrs. Be- 
sunt, Mr. Keightley, Col, Olcott. and 
various branches have been read and 
considered with respect to this action. 

On 20th January Mr. F, E. Titus was 
by invitation at Hamilton and address- 
edu meeting in the Unitarian Church 
thereon “Theosophy.” Discussion en- 
sued and muth interest was aroused, 
which, itis hoped, may result later in 
the establishment of a Branch. Mr. 
Titus was entertained at the house of 
Mrs. E. Rogers, of the Minneapolis 
and Luke xviii., ulso where the phrase, | Branch, who read a paper on ‘‘Reinvar- 
verse 21, “Take up thy cross,” as in the | nation” in the same church on 2ud Feb- 
Revised Version is omitted. affording a ruary, 
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FRIDAY FRAGMENTS. 


I say unto you: Resist not evil. Over- 
come evil with goad. 


There are n0 murmurs nor complaints 
to be heard from those who are work- 
ing with alltheir might. Those who 
strain every effort in action have no 
force to waste in grumbling. The work- 
ers are silently satisfied. 


Some people complain of the doctrine 
of Karina, that it is unjust to be 
punished or to have to suffer for acts of 
which you have no recollection. Would 
it not bea great deal more unjust to 
have to suffer for nothing, or for acts 
which another committed? 


It is a mistake to classify all so-called 
poor people, those of the lower 
classes, and so-forth, as alike. 
Three classes will occur to everyone on 
amoment’sreflection, First, the great 
mass of beings who have evolved to that 
apparently low plane which is in reality 
a relatively high one compared with 
the opportunities of various savage 
peoples. Second, those whose Karma 
has reduced them justly enough to that 

osition, as in the possible case of mil- 
ionaires, slave drivers and the like, 
who inflicted upon others in past lives 
the wrongs which they are now being 
visited with. And, thirdly, those egos 
who from choice baye embraced the 
opportunity of such humble experiences 
for the purpose of developing certain 
phases of character not to be acquired 
otherwise. Just asa person well-to-do 
and with ample food at command might 
choose to fast for certain personal rea- 
50ns, 


The only objection to the orthodox 
idea of free will and predestination lies 
in the contention that the predestinat- 
ing power is outside of oneself. If it be 
realised that the predestinator is one- 
self, and that one has free will to pre 
destine any course one chooses, but that 
one must abide absolutely by the result 
of that choice, once it is urade, the dif- 
ficulties of this vexed question will 
vanish, God worketh in us both our 
willing and our working, and we are 
God. God is law. God is love. God is 
justice. Godis Karma 


For the LANP, 
SEEKETH NOT HER OWN, 


Theosophical axioms are often seem- 
ing paradoxes. Forinstance. when two 
people who are closely united in the 
bonds of mutual love and comradeship 
are told "not to think of each other,” it 
would seem an impossibility from the 
very nature of the love and friendship 
involved. But what is really meant is 
principally that each should leave the 
other his or her mental freedom, that 
neither should think of the other with 
the desire to force any particular line 
of thought, feeling, or action upon him. 
Trus love cannot forget: it makes con- 
stant presence of the beloved, and seeks 
ever to give out all that it has to the 
latter, in the way of helpful thought and 
feeling. But it will always respect the 
mentai and spiritual freedom of friend 
and comrade. Todo otherwise is, in 
fact, to practice a very subtle and harm- 
fulsort of hypnotism on the psychic 
plane—and one of which Karma, asa 
rule, speedily takes note. —A. 


SEVEN AND TEN, 


It is avery remarkable fact which t 
accidentally discovered in tthe prepara- 
tion of my work that formerly the 
seventh day of the week was dedicated 
to tho sun, hence called Sunday, and 
that the seventh letter of our alphabet 
is G, which is solin music, and sol in 
Latin signifies the sun. And if you 
reckon backwards, commencing at the 
end of the alphabet, you will find that 
the seventh letteris T, which is the ini- 
tial of ten: and the third letter from the 
end is X, which is the symbol of ten, 
and three and seven added together con- 
stitute ten, and both these letters are a 
symbol of the cross, and also of Christ 
who is the Sun of Righteousness, —John 
W. Adain's “Bible, Astronomy and the 
Pyramid.” 


“Poems Grave aud Gay,” ss)” sis: 


Peanut Ballads, by Albert E. S. Smythe, 184 pp, 
cloth, with portrait, post free $1, from THE 
LAne Office, and at all Booksellers. 

“Unusually smooth and niusical,."—Buffalo 
Express. 

“Light, easy aud graceful. "—London Gra- 
phie. 

“Finely artistic."—New York Independent. 

“With a veia of simple, wnobtrusive piety.” 
—Belleville Intealiivencer. 
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THER FROSTED PANKS, 


One night came Winter noiselessly, and leaned 
Against mv window pane. 

In the decp stillness of his heart convened 
The ghosts of all his slain. 


Leaves and ephemera, and stars of earth, 
And fugitives of grass— 
White Spirits loosed from bonds of mortal 
irth, 
He drew them on the glass. 


—C. G. D. Roberts in Atlantic Monthly. 


The intuition of the poet frequently 
outruns the investigations of the scien 
tist, and the above stanzas illustrate 
this, as well as Mr, Bliss Carman's pro- 
position, noted last month, that the 
Canadian school of poztry stands for the 
pnew-old philosophy. The Astral Light. 
the Akasa or Ether, the Book of Judg- 
ment, as it is variously termed,in which 
everything is recorded that ever existed, 
"convenes the ghosts” of all the past. 
and the proper conditions being afforded 


they reappear, materialized on the 
plane of physical existence. <A 
correct understanding of the pro 


cess by which these ancient forms 
are reproduced would afford a clue to 
the comprehension of many other phe- 
nomena closely akin, though apparently 
uot related. The much disputed pro 
cess of the precipitation of writtten 
script on blank paper is closely allied to 
the method by which nature precipitates 
her floral forms on appropriate surfaces. 
A Master, writing in “The Occult 
World” (page 144, 6th Amer. Ed.), says 
"When science will have learned more 
about the mystery of the lithophyl (or 
litho-biblion), and how the impress of 
leaves come originally to take place on 
stones, then I will be able to make you 
better understand the process.” This 
connects the operations of fossilization 
with that of the frosted pane, and crys- 
tallisations, and even photography will 
be perceived to be all different applica 
tions of an important natural law by 
which noumenal form under favorable 
conditions is manifested physically. 
The very growth of our bodies, the pro- 
eess of incarnation, is the crowning 
triumph on our plane of this work of 
embodying the hidden thought or 
word. The beautiful forms of the 
frozen window are limited by their con- 
ditions to the lower kingdoms, but it 
is of great interest to note the variations 
that occur in different localities, affected 
by floral and other environiment, by lati- 
tude and longitude aud so forth. The 
different kinds of stone in flag-pave- 
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ments exhibit different forms, the 
wood composing window- frames appears 
to have its influence. the floral contents 
of a greenhouse modify considerably the 
frost pictures, and other conditions 
give results which should be noted. 
Many observations suggest that aquatic 
and marine forms are as probably re- 
produced as those of terrestrial flora. 
Ifamateur photographers in different 
parts of the world would perpetuate for 
us the designs of their winter morning 
windows we miglit get some interesting 
evidence concerning lost continents and 
past ages. THe Lamp will be glad to 
receive communications on the subject. 


LIFE TO LIFE AS DAY TO DAY. 

If one believes in that inexpressibly 
vast and wonderful idea of reincarna- 
tion, the sadness of such a story as that 
of the woman who “Lived in New 
York” is intensified into a dozen 
tragedies. For through what ages of 
torment and toil and self-denial and 
pain must that tarnished soul struggle 
up into purity again} And how in- 
finitely awful does each careless, reck- 
iess, downward step become, when one 
believes that it must be retraced, though 
ages be consumed in the retracing and 
whips of many thongs be woven for the 
scourging, and tears like fire fall, and 
griefs that tothe unbelieving seem un- 
just and cruel are laid upon the suffer- 
ing heart. That is theonly explanation 
that gives me the sense of many a Bible 
verse, glibly rattled off in and out of 
sense and season by many a stupid 
rr ees Gay in Saturday Night. 
12 Jan. 


WOMEN SPEAKING IN CHURCH. 


I bave always felt astonished that re- 
spectable and reverent men should have 
so long aliowed a hazy translation of 
certain expressions of St. Paul to pass 
as quite authoritative, and so influence 
in a very important direction the whole 
of hninan rules and conduct, The 
Apostle says, "It is ashame for women 
to speak in the church,” and this has 
been enforced in its literal sense by a 
large body of ecclesiastics. Judge the 
surprise of a modern intelligent woman 
when in looking up the word rendered 
“speak,” in Liddell and Scott’s Greek- 
English Lexicon—of which no one will 
dispute the anthority—she finds it tran- 
slated ‘'to chatter like monkeys, to 
twitter like birds|”— Mrs, Josephine 
Butler. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES, 


Do you know where you are at? 
* * 
* 
Our ‘Scripture Class Notes’ have 
been unavoidably crowded ont this 
month. 


* * 
* 


We have some interesting first-hand 
notes from the wife of a Christian mis- 
sionary in India for next month's issue, 
concerning the attitude of the natives 
towurds Christianity, theosophy, and 
other matters. 

* 

In spite of the severa weather of the 
past month the attendance at the vari- 
ous meetings of the Society has been 
maintained. Thereports at the annual 
meeting on the 27th inst., will present 
the record of a good year's work. It is 
hoped that all members will make an 
effort to be present. 


* + 
* 


The Sunday evening meetings at 363 
Spadina Ave., were intended originally 
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to elucidate the Society's second object, 
the study of Aryan and other Eastern 
religions, sciences, and philosophies. 
This is frequently lost sight of, and the 
restriction in the length of readings is 
repeatedly ignored. The first reading 
should not exceed twenty minntes, say 
2000 words, and ths second five minutes, 
or 500 words, 
ad 


Mr. W. A Bulmer, of the “Northem 
Theosophist,” is prepared, if everybody 
leaves the Society but himself, to con- 
tinne to run it on the original lines. 
Bro. Bulmer does himself proud, but 
we fear he won't have this splendid 
privilege yet. There are still a few of 
us laft. 


* * 
* 


The ‘Christian Guardian,” of 23rd 
January, considers “heathenism” is re- 
ceiving too much attention, and in- 
weighs against the translation of the 
Sacred Books of the East. The partial 
publication of these scriptures in Eng- 
lish is giving the native Hindoo popula 
tion the impression that they are entire- 
ly pure and moral, says the Guardian, 
and as nothing could be further from 
the fact the cause of truth sniffers ac- 
cordingly. This sounds wellina com- 
munity which published a Ross Bible, 
and whose prudery is such that if Tor 
Laur quoted verbatim certain passages 
inthe Old Testament its publication 
would be suppressed. The Guardian 
speaks of the ‘‘Yagur Vega,” as it calls 
what it considers one of the most im- 
moral of these scriptures, and yet it is 
in this same Yajur Veda that occurs 
the Gayatri, the most sacred verse of tha 
Hindus, 


* + 
* 


Will church people never get it into 
their heads that sacred books were not 
written for the sake of being obscene, 
and that the obscenity of the Christian 
Bible ig as justifiable or as unjustifiable, 
and for the same reasons, as the Bibles 
of other faiths? From the point of view 
of the modern church or the ‘* Christian 
Guardian,” the Hon. G. W. Ross is in 
contestably a better editor than Ezra 
the Scribe or the compiler of the Vedas, 


1895] 


THE LAMP 


105 


and the Ross Bible is all right for the 
general public and for children, and 
equally so are the translations of Sacred 
Books of the East in their expurgated 
form. But when the Kabalist, the Oc- 
cultist, the Hsotericist. leaving the dirt 
of the letter to minds open only to such 
suggestions, approaches the study of 
these recorded mysteries, he desires to 
have the allegory unmutilated and as it 
was written. Every jot and tittle, every 
dotand dash must have ita fulfilment. 
But only what is writtenin the heart 
can be read in the Volume. 


AS NEAR AS HE CAN COME. 

I cannot help seeing order, law, rea- 
gon. or Logos in the world, and I cau- 
not account for it by merely ex-post 
events, call them what yon like—sur- 
vival of the fittest, natural selection, or 
anything else. Anyhow, this Gnosis is 
to me irresistible, and I dure not there- 
fore enter the camp of the Agnostic 
under false colors. Iam not aware that 
on my way to this Gnosis I have availed 
myself of anything but the facts of our 
direct consciousness. and the conclu 
sions that can be logically deduced from 
them. Without these two authorities I 
do not feel bound to accept any testi- 
mony, whether revealed or unrevealed. 

If Agnosticism excludes a recognition 
of eternal reason pervading the natural 
and the moral world, if to postulate a 
rational cause for a rational universe is 
called Gnosticisin, then I ain a Gnostic, 
and a humble follower of the greatest 
thinkers of our race from Plato und the 
author of the Fourth Gospel to Kant 
and Hegel.—Max Muller in Nineteenth 
Century. 


THE RAINBOW—MANY IN ONE, 


Did you ever watch a sunbeam as it 
shone through a drop of water, or a 
piece of glass with many sides? Have 
you seen the band of bright colours, the 
tiny rainbow dancing upon the wall, or 
in the air, aud which is made by that 
Buoray passing through the drop or the 
glass? Did you ever think what asun- 
beam really is, and how that beam be 
comes seven? A sunbeam is not just 
ons bean: all by itself; not a.bit of it— 
it isa loving band of seven big sprites, 
whom we all know, and ever and ever 
50 manv little ones that we donot know; 
at least we do not know then very well. 


But the big ones, oh! that is diferent. 
Every little girl and boy should know 
about them, and will, thanks to rain 
drops, and crystals, and prisms, yes, 
and the garden sprinklers that throw 
out such pretty showers. Seven beauti- 
ful sprites: There is Heart-Life. red in 
its color; this is the angel of Love, 
loving thoughts for everybody and 
everything. 

Breath-Life comes next. Breath-Life 
delights to robe himself in orange: it is 
the angel of the voice, of speech, and 
loves soft gentle words, kind words, 
earnest words—words that help one to 
grow better, stronger and wiser. 3 

Sun-Life, a beautiful yellow, is the 
angelof Light. Lightis Knowledge; so 
you must learn all you can to win the 
bright Light-Life of the sunbeam. 

Earth. Life now comes; the cheerful, 
industrious sprite of grass and leaf, of 
plant and tree. How softly, how cease- 
lessly it works! This sprite is green, 
who will follow it, and make the world 
glad with little deeds well done. ` 

Air Life, arrayed in heaven’s own 
blue, is the fifth. Air-Life is the angel 
of truth, of purity, of aspiration. It 
loves the children who want to grow 
info great and good men and women. 

Thought-Life isof a darker hue—In- 
digo, as you see Thought-Lire is the 
genius of the boys and girls who think, 
who pay attention to the inside mora 
than to the outside of things. 

Electric-Life, in dainty violet, comes 
last; but it is not the least by any 
means. This is the angel of swift ener- 
gy; it darts into the dark earth and 
kisses the little seeds; imimediately thay 
waken and begin togrow, Itmakes our 
bright-eyed children quick to obey 
mother and father, to help each ether, 
to do good to all. 

The beautiful sunshine never says, "I 
did that," etc. ‘Wedo. We, the seven, 
with our many, many children, work 
and do all together.” And the blue 
never looks angry at the red; neither 
does the indigo think itself better than 
the green; nor the yellow say to the 
orange, “You gaudy thing”—but they 
shine as one, equal, yet each one difer- 
ent; each one giving of its gift, and the 
differeuces, all together, make the living 
sunshine. Were one ray to forget to 
work, or to sav, "I won't shine,” the 
earth would die for lack of the sun life, 

Someone says, “why is the rainbow 
round?” Now there is a nice little 
puzzle for you all to think about. —Mer- 
cury. 
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OTHER MEN'S RMILES, 


Resist Not Evil. 


Hatred towards those who do no evil 
and who do not hate, this is the sign of 
the sinner in this world and in the 
other. 

After having brought misery on hins- 
self, he would afterwards bring trouble 
to others, like unto the hunting hawk, 
who, captive himself, dees injury to 
others 

He who smites will be smitten; he 
who shows rancour will find rancour; 
so likewise from reyiling comes revil- 
ing, and to him who is angered comes 
anger. 

hose foolish shramanas who know 
not the holy law, though this life be 
brief, in the foolishness of their hearts 
they sive themselves to wrangling. 

“This is the best man,” they think, 
being thus at variance with the unani- 
mous opinion: “Why do the clergy 
choose this man? he is without strength 
and without mind.” 

If a bone is broken, (they advise) 
killing, carrying off horses, cattle, and 
riches. subduing Kingdoms, and then 
afterwurds to become friends again. 

But the wise man, who knows what 
is (right), says: ‘'Why do you not learn 
this law, which teaches tac real way to 
live?” Yon who have not the conduct 
of sages, watch carefully over the words 
of your mouth; guard those of your 
neighbors who do not know (the danger 
they may run); they who know (this 
law), speak soft-toned, pleasing words.” 

“He abused roe, he reviled me, be 
beat me, le subdued me;” he who keeps 
this in his mind, and who feels resent- 
ment, will find no peace. 

“He abused me, he reviled nie, he 
beat me, he subdued me,” he who keeps 
this uot in his mind, and is not reseut- 
ful, will find peace. 

He who shows hatred to those who 
hate will never be at peace; he who is 
patient with those who hate will find 
peace; this is tlre spirit of religion. 

He who beurs ill-will to those who 
bear ill-will can never become pure; but 
he who feels no ill-will, pavifies them 
who hate; as hatred brings misery to 
maukind, the sage kuows no harred 

If a inan find a wise companion who is 
both steadfast and vure, let him, having 
overcome all corruption, ussociate with 
bim, thoughtful and glad. 

If a man find not a wise companion, 
who is both steadfast and pure, like a 
kiog abandoning his broad kingdom, 
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| 
let him live alone aud commit no sin. 


Ifa man find not a good friend who 
leads a life like unto his own, let bim 
resolutely keep a solitary life, and not 
associate with a fool. 

lt is better to live a lonely life than to 
have companionship with the fool: 
casting off all taxation of mind, one 
lives alone, like the elephant of the 
Matanga forest. 


From the Udanavarga or Tibetan 
version of the Dhaumnapada, the Book 
vf the teachings of the Lord Buddha 
(B.C. 573) translated by W., Woodville 
Rockhill. 


SPARKS, 
The “Stars” meekfaced gentleman 


nurse has another engagement. 
+ * 


%* 

“What'll I do with all this snow?” 
asked the new hired man as he gazed on 
twelve inches of the beautiful deposited 
evenly alony fifty feet of frontage. 
“Take it away and use it for fuel,” re- 
plied the willionaire, who had bought 
more wheat than he could sell again. 
Could our scientists not act npon the 
hint and discover the inflammable qual- 
itiesor snow. Ifsomeof us had been 
inventing a world we would have ar- 
ranged to have this abundant material 
of the cold weather possess combustible 
properties on reaching the zero point, 
just as water beginstn grow lighter at 
39 degrees, 

* * 
* 

Some time ago Tar Lamp compared 
iiself to a jackul in its relation towards 
those lions, The Path, Lucifer and The 
Theosophist. An anonymous friend, 
(Why are all our brilliant critics anony- 
mous?) suggests jackass instead of jae- 
kal. Beitso. The humble animal has 
the Cross marked on its back, and once 
bore a royal burden. And we can only 
hope that we inay rival the effect pro- 
duced upon Balaain on another occasion. 
It is just possible that we may hear and 
see angels where others cannot, and if 
our bray be not melodious, it might be 
accounted for, as Mark Twain saggests, 
by the bad yramiur. Dr. Lewis Rob- 
inson recently called attention in the 
North American Review to the ‘imag- 
nificent voice” by which the primeval 
ass Wait wont to communicate with his 
conra les among the monutiins whence 
7 evolved, Hee haw! Brother Name- 

ess! 
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Those who can to any extent assiti- 
Iate the Master, to that extent they are 
the representatives of the Master, and 
have the help of the Lodge in their work. 
—W. Q. Judge. 

* * 

He who plays truant in one thing will 
be faithless in another. No real genuine 
MASTER will accept a child who sacri- 
fices anyone except himself to go tothat 
Master.—H. P. B. 

‘ * + 

The time has come when class can no 
longer stand aloof from class, and that 
man does his duty best who works most 
earnestly in bridgiug over the gulf be- 
tween different classes, whichit is the 
tendency of increased wealth and in- 
creased civilization to widen.—Prince 
of Wales. 

ae: + 

Modern respectability is so utterly 
without God, faith, heart; it shows so 
singular ingenuity in assailing and in- 
joring 6verything that is noble and 
good, and so systematic a preference for 
what is mean and paltry, that lam not 
surprised at a young fellow dashing his 
heels into the face of it.—James Anthony 
Froude. 

* * 

England can neyer have a home in 
India until the English are as bigh in 
morals as the natives. English misstonis- 
ing means too often the introduction of 
flesh-eating, beer-drinking, and fortune- 
making, at all costs; and go long as this 
exists the English will ever be outcasts 
and aliens arnong the chaste and holy 
tribes of India.—-Col. Wintle. 

* * 

Speak not evil one of another, breth- 
ren. He that speaketh evil of his 
brother, and judzeth his brother, speak- 
eth evil ofthe Law, and judgeth the 
Law: but if thoujudge the Law, thou 
art not a doer of the Law, but a judge. 


There is one law giver who is able tof 


save and destroy: who art thon that 
Judgest another?—Jamesiy, 11-12. 
* + 

I care not for this world’s treasures; 
they cannot bring conteatment. 'Tis 
hard to cross the swamps of human pas- 
sions; they are the root of fear, of sor 
row, of despair. I seek to conquer, not 
to indulge desires; happy, free from sor- 
row, is he who has cast them fur away. 
The treasure I ain seeking is that wis- 
dom which knoweth no superior, —Gua- 
tama, the Lord Buddha, 


PRAYER OF A BENGALI DEVOTEE. 


1. Like adrop of water in the hot 
sand desert of the society of children, 
friends and women, 

I forgot theeand was devoted to them; 
and now of what use are they to me? 

2. Madhava (Lord)! thou art the last 
place of my refuge: thou art the savior 
of the world, merciful to the tniserable; 
I lose all fear when I believe in thee. 

3. Half the days since my birth have 
been lost in sleep, how many more in in- 
fancy and disease! 

Enchanted with the pleasure of the 
company of the fair sex I have found no 
time to devote myself to thee. 

4. How many Brahmas (Creators) 
die! But thou hast neither beginning 
nor end. 

Like the waves of an ocean, they come 
from thee and they again enter into thee. 

5. Vidyapati says, I have no refuge 
but thee when Death calls me at last. 

Lord! thou art the origin of every- 
thing, thyself without an origin; be 
kind tome. I rely on thee to take me 
across the sea of physical existence. 
—Vidyapati 


TO READERS AND SUBSCRIBERS, 


Weissue 5000 copies of Tar Lame, 
and intend to distribute them monthly 
in one of several districts into which we 
have divided Toronto. 

* + & 

If you get a Lamp this month it may 
be some months before you see one 
again, as we will go over all the other 
sections before we return to yours. 

+ é # 

If you would like to have Tue Laue 
delivered to you every month send 
your name and address with 25 cents to 
our office and you will be supplied regn- 


larly for a year. 
* + + 


Subscriptions will be reckoned from 
the first number issued after receipt of 
subscription. Only afew copies of the 
early numbers remain and nity be had 
at five cents each. 

+o * 4 

Subscribers ata distance may remis 
in postage stamps for sums less than 
one dollar. Bills or postal orders are 
preferred for larger amounts, 

* 4+ * 


TAE Lamp, 25 cents a year. 
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“ALLIN ALL OR NOT AT ALL." 


When Othello went to Cyprus Iago 
had an opportunity to give verisimili- 
tude to a number of apparencies which 
in the familiar surroundings of Venice 
would not have been entertained for a 
moment. Othello’s big heart, his frank 
nature, his very eloquence, served but 
to more fully enslave bim to suspicion 
once aroused. A handkerchief is suff- 
cient to seal the truth of aslander which 
he would have spilt his heart's blood at 
another time to confute. And the big 
honest fellow soliloquises.and slaughters 
and suicides. and we of ‘‘the gods” look 
on, and wonder how he can be so sim- 


ple. What worlds we sacrifice for the 
certainty of seeming! 
t 


e 


In “The Path” for April, 1890, the 
somewhat prophetical utterauce follow- 
ing appears: "Let us press forward | 
with new energy iu the work of the 
next fouryears, for when the second 
fifth is reached an important era for 
Theosophists and the world will be at 
hand, when the result of again being 
weighed in the balance of events will be 
more serious than it is now.” The stress 
and strain of the crisis, initiated last 
year, has not yet passed away, and, in 
familiar language, ‘the test is upon us” 
still. In Section xii of H. P. B.'s “Key 
to Theosophy.” which everybody should 
study at this juncture, the whole situa- 
tion is dealt with very fully. “No mem- 
ber, whether prominent or insignificant, 
has ever left us without becoming our 
bitter enemy. Having been, in 
most cases, intensely devoted to the So- 
ciety at first and having lavished upon it 
the most exaggerated praises, the only 
possible escuse such a backslider can 
make for his subsequent behavior and 
past short-sightedness, is TO POSE AS AN 
INNOCENT AND DECEIVED VICTIM, thus 
casting the blame from his own shoul 
ders on to those of the Society in gen- 
eral and its leaders especially.” On page 
272 there are some valuable hints. 

= e 


OE IE i 


* 
Iv the pamphlet The Neutrality of the 
7T.S.." Mrs. Besant savs of ber action 
in formulating charges against Mr. | 
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enormously exaggerated. I be- 
lieved that the messages he gave ine in 
the well known script were messages 
directly precipitated or directly written 
by the Master. I know now that 
they were not written or precipitated by 
the Master, and that they were done by 
Mr. Judge, but I also believe that the 
gist of these messages was psychically 
received. The source of messages 
can only be divined by direct spiritual 
knowledge or intellectually, by the 
nature of their contents, and each 
person mnst use his own powers 
and act on his own responsibility. 
in accepting or rejecting them” 
if Mrs. Besant would say upon what 
grounds, from d.rect spiritual know- 
ledge or intellectnaily, she, ia the first 
place accepted these messages, andin 
the second place whether it was from 
direct spiritual knowledge or intellectu- 
ally, she rejected theim, some obscure 
points would be elucidated. Many are 
unable to decide whether she is cor- 
recting direct spiritual impressions with 
later oues, or previous inteliectual im- 
pressions with subsequent spiritual 
(psychic) knowledge, or whether the 
whole matter is simply a weighing of 
primarily inadequate and of liter more 
complete intellectual testimony. 


ee 
* 


The five cardinal points of Theosophy 
are, Universal Brotherbood, Kariua, 
Re-Incarnation, Masters, and tie Sep- 
tenary division, Nothing has been said 
by anybody yet to affect these solid 
facts, and the issue is merely whether 
the people are to ba tuugnt further, or 
whether the teachers are to be dis- 
credited. 


E + 
* 

Just as THe Lamp goes to press Mr. 
G. R. S5. Mead’s manifesto has come to 
hand repudiating Mr. Judge and all his 
works, This atfords another good man 
ab opportunity to subsequently see the 
error of his wars. 

¥* + 
+ 

Among prominent English Theoso- 
phists who want an exnpiiuation from 
Mr. Judge are Herbert Barrows, Laura 
AL Cooper, Miss Mailer, Dr. Wynn 
Westcott, W. Kingsland, Hon. O Caite, 


Jndue: "Itis very possible I iade a mis- | Dr. Carter Blake, M. U. Moore, Oliver 
tulee—for I lrave made many mistakes ia| Firth, Thotuas Wiiliams, and Syduey 
judgment in wy life. And now | Old. Of those who consideran explina- 
I must reduce these charges to thisir| tion unnecessary Dr. Archibald Keignt- 
proper proportions, as they have been \ley, Mrs. J. C. Keightley, Dr. H.A W. 
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Coryn, F. J. Dick, G. W. Russell. W. 
A. Bulmer, E. T. Hargrove, Basil 
Crump, T. Green, H. T. Edge, and Alice 
Cleather are well-known. Others await 
the acrobatic feline. 


THE "ROW" IN THE T.S. 


The present “row” in the T. S. will 
prove invaluable as a means of winnow- 
ing out the substantial from the evanes- 
centelement in that body, and has 
doubtless been arranged by the Master 
for that verypurpose. The evil forces, 
which sought to destroy the T. S., have 
been chosen as the means of purifica- 
tion; for Satan, though be thinks him- 
self the enemy of God, is in reality only 
God’s scavenger, Great must be his 
chagrin when walking abroad on the 
earth to seek whom he may devour, he 
is sent back to the lower regions with a 
bundle of refuse to burn. We have 
preached toa materialistic world spirit 
ual law, and set intuition above mater- 
ialistic "common sense"; now we shall 
see whether we have imbibed enough 
of our own teaching to guide 
our conduct in this crisis. Many 
of the bold assertors of the spirit- 
ual soulin man, will deny their Lord 
thrice, and hail their teachers before the 
tribunal of that same dull, doubting in- 
tellect they baveso long decried before 
the world. “O, my Masters, who have 
taught me to despise my lower mind, I 
cannot believe in thy servant, because 
my lower mind says he is a cheat! Ye 
send me a teacher to teach me how to 
crush my lower nature, but I cannot ac- 
cept him because my lower nature ob- 
jects.” 

There are some who suspend their 
judyment and declare that they have no 
means of knowing whether Mr. Judge 
is innocent. or guilty. In plain words, 
they are notable to iliscern whio is their 
teacher and whois not. Such a plight, 
while excusable in a munof the mnuiti-/ 
tude, is not creditable 10 a student of 
occultis. Ihave uot the least doubt 
that the chief object of this probation is 
to sort ont those inemibers who can tell 
their teachers from those who cannot, 

O. thou mighty Lower Manas, great | 
is thy day, for many shall leave the T. S. 
at thy command! Many have asked to 
be tested, and now their prayer is grant- 
ed. The Sphinx has propounded her 
riddle, but they want to have the answer 
told them.—H.T I. in the Irish Theoso- 
plist 
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PERSONAL NOTES. 


*Blavatsky T. S. has a new hall ar4l9 
Tenth street, Washington, D.C. 


*Mr. W. Q. Judge visited Chicago, 
Fort Wayne and Cincinnati in January. 


*Annie Besantand Bertram Keightiey 
have closed the H.P.B. Printing Press, 
at London. 


*Dr. Jerome A. Anderson has pub 
lished a volume of verses, ‘‘Driftings in 
Dreamland.” 


*Claude Falls Wright is still en route 
for Denver. He has visited Kansas City 
and Omaha. 


*A life-size photograph of the General 
Secretary has been placed at Headqnar- 
ters by a number of the American 
Branches. 


*Theosophists should read Rudyare 
Kipling’s “Finest Story in tha World” 
and “One View of the Question” in his 
volume "Many Inventions.” 


*Mrs. Mercie M, Thirds has conclud 
ed ber very useful visit to Honotulu, 
The work in the Hawaiian Islands is 
increasing. 

*Madame Blavatsky is the subject ot 
two new books, Walter Leafs “A 
Modern Priestess of Isis,” and Arthur 
Lillie’s ‘‘“Mdme. Blavatsky and Her 
'Theosophy’” Both are hostile in their 
attitude. 


*Miss Louisa A. Off, one of the most 
active of Californian Theosopliists aud 
editor of "The New Californian,” died 
6th January, and was cremated on the 
following day, 


*New Zealand orthodoxy was much 
stirred up by the incident of Mrs. Bes- 
ant having breakfast with the Bishop of 
Auckland, “A stumbling-block and a 
scandal” one Christian considered it. 


*Dr. Benjamin Ward Richardson, 
F.R.S., at tiie Grindelwald Conference, 
endeavored on materialistic grounds to 
account for what he styles the “curious 
pheuomena of so-called pre existence.’ 
Ít is quite an advance to admit the 
“curious phenomena.” 


* The Dawn of Reformation.” a poem 
on Theosophical liaes by Mr, W. T. 
James appeared in “Frank Leslie's 
Weekly” for 17th Jan, and has been re- 
published by “Saturday Night” in a re- 
vised and enlarged form under the title 
“The Dawn of a New Era.” 


110 


EARTH'S FOUR POLES, 


In the year 1811 the Royal Danish 
Academy offered a prize for the settle- 
ment of the question of ‘the variation of 
the magnetic needle, and M. Hanstein 
undertook are-examination of the whole 
subject. The results confirm, accord- 
ing to Hanstein, the existence of four 
poles as tanght by Halley. These four 
poles are of uneqnal force, and are con- 
tinually shifting their places; they have 
a regular oblique circular motion about 
the poles of the earth—the two north 
poies from west to east, the south poles 
from east to west, and in the following 
periods;—The strongest north pole in 
1740 years, the weaker in 860 years; the 
strongest south pole in 4.609 years, the 
weaker opein 1,304years. Sir W. Snow 
Harris, F.R.S., in bis work on magnet- 
ism makes the following remark: “By 
a curivus coincidence these periods in- 
volve a number, 432, sacred to the In- 
dians, Babylonians, Greeks, Egyptians 
as being dependent on great combina 
tions of naturulevents; thus the periods 
860, 1804, 1740, 4609 become by a slight 
modification 864, 1296, 1728, 4820, which 
are not inadmissible considering the 
complicated nature of the observations 
from which the first numbers are de- 
rived, These numbers are each equal 
to 432 multiplied by 2, 3,4 and 10suc- 
cessively. According to the Brahmin 
mythology the world is divided into 
four periods, the first being 482,000 years, 
the second 2x452,000, the third 4x432,- 
000, the fourth 1Ux482,000 years, It is 
also, according to Hanstein, not un- 
worthy of reniark that the sun's mean 
distance from the earth is 482 half radii 
of the sun; the 4moon’s mean distance 
482 half radii of the moon; but whut is 
more especially striking is the circum- 
stance thatthe number 25,920,452x60 is 
the smallest number divisible at once 
by all the four periods and hence the 
shortest time in which the four poles 
can accomplish a cycle. Now, this time 
coincides exactly with the period in 
which the precessions of the equinoxes 
couiplete their circle, certainly a curi- 
ousand remarkable series of coinci- 
dences."—C, H. A, 

M. Notovitch, author of “The Un- 
known Life of Christ” is proceeding to 
Thibet to procure the original M.S, from 
which he derived his information. He 
has replied to Max Muller's criticism, 
and doubts the existence of the Profes- 
sor's English lady correspondent at 
either Leh or Ladak, 
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 


The Theosophical Society is not a 
secret or political organization. It was 
was founded in New York in November, 
1875. Its objecta are: 

1. To form a nucleus of a Universal 
Brotherhood of Humanity, without dis- 
tinction of race, creed, sex, caste or 
color. 

2. To promote thestudy of Aryan and 
other Eastern literatures, religions and 
sciences, and demonstrate the impor- 
tance of that study. 

3. To investigate unexplained laws of 
nature and the psychical powers latent 
in man, 


The only essential requisite to become 
a member of the Society is ‘‘To believe 
in Universal Brotherhood as a Princivle, 
and to endeavor to practice it consis- 
tently.” 

No person’s religious opinions aro 
asked upon his joining, nor is interfer- 
ence with them permitted; but everyone 
is required, before admission, to promise 
to show towards his fellow-members 
the same tolerance in this respect as he 
claims for bimself. 


Attendance at the following meetings 
of the Toronto Theosophical Society, 
365 Spadina Avenue, is. invited: 

* 

SUNDAY, 9.45 a. m. to 10.45 a, m., Scripture 
Class. 

SONDAY., 4 p. m., Public Meeting for students 
of Theosophy. Address and answering 
questions, 

SONDAY, T Pi m., Public Meeting, at which 
Theosophical Addresses and Readings are 
given by members. 

Sunpbay, 8 p. m., Class for the study of “The 
Secret Doctrine.” 

Faipay, 3p m. to 10 p. m., Public Meeting for 
the informal discussion of the World's Re- 
ligions, Sciences and Philosophies. This 
Meetingis specially intended for those who 
are univcquainted with Theosophical ideas, 
and who seek information. 

* 


A meeting for the members of the 
Society is held Wednesday evenings, 
Persons desiring to join the Society 
should apply to one of the officers or 
members. The entrance fee is $1.50. 
Annual subscription, $1.00. 


Books may be had from the Society’s 
Library on application to the Librarian. 


The programme for the ensuing month 
will be found on another page. 


The down town office of the Society 
will be found in the Medical Council 
Building, 157 Bay street, and is usually 
open between the bours of 10 and 4 
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A UNIVERSAL RELIGION, 


There are only eight great historical 
religions which can claim that name on 
the strength of their possessing sacred 
books. All these religions came from 
the East; three fromm an Aryan, three 
froni a Semitic source, “and two from 
China, The three Aryan religions are 
the Vedic, with its modern off shoots in 
India, the Avestic of Zoroaster in Per 
sia, and the religion of Buddha, like- 
wise the offspring of Brahmanism in 
India. The three great religions of 
Semitic origin are the Jewish, the 
Christiun and the Mohammedan, There 
are besides the two Chinese religions, 
that of Confucins and that of Lac- Tze, 
and that is all, unless we assign a separ 
ate plave to such creeds as Juinisin, a 
near relative of Buddhism, which was 
ably represented at Chicago, or the re- 
ligion of the Sikhs, which is after all 
but a compromise between Brahmanisim 
and Molainmedanism. The Chicago dele- 
gates have declared that ‘in every nation 
he that feareth Gor and worketh right- 
eousness is acceptable unto Him.” They 
have seen with their own eyes that God 
is not far from euch one of those who 
seek God. if haply they may feel after 
Him. Let theologiaus pile up volume 
upor volume of what they call theology ; 
religiou is a very simple matter. and 
that which is so simple and yet so all- 
noportant to us, the living Kernel of 
religion, can be found, I believe, in al- 
must every creed, bowever much the 
husk may vary. And think what that 
means! It means that above and be- 
neath and behind all religions there is 
one eternal, one universal religion, a 
religion to which every man, whether 
black or white or yellow or red, belongs 
or may belong. 

I believe it would have been possible, 
even at Chicago, to draw uva small 
number of articles of faith, not, of 
course, thirty-nine, to which all who 
were present could have honestly sub- 
seribed. And think what that would 
have meant! It rests with us to carry 
forth the torch that has been lighted in 
Awerica, and not to allow it to be ex- 
tinguished again, till a beacon has been 
raised lighting up the whole world and 
drawing towards it the eyes and hearts 
of all the sous of men in brotherly love, 
and in reverence for that God who has 
been worshiped since tha world began, 
albeit in different languages and under 
different names, but never before in 
such unison, in such world-embracing 
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harmony and love, as at the great Reli- 
gious Council at Chicago,— Max Muller, 
in December Arena 


THE MONTH TO COME, 


Wednesday, Feb. 20, 8 p.m., “Letters 
That Have Helped Me,” pp. 23-27 

Friday, Feb. 22, § p.m.. “Why Theos- 
ophy is True.” 

Sunday, Feb. 24, 9.45 a.m., Epbesians 


iv, 
Sunday, Feb. 24, 4p.m., “God's Ga- 
ut.” 


mut. 

Sunday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m., “Privacy.” 
Mr. James. 

Sunday, Feb. 24, 8 p.m., “Life, Force 
or Gravity.” 

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 8 p.m., Annual 
Business Meeting. ‘‘Letters,” pp. 
7 to 34. 

Friday, March 1, 8 p.m., “Spirituality.” 
Mr. Titus. 

Sunday, March 3, 9.45 a.m., Ephesiana 
v 


Sunday, March 3, 4 p.m., “The Sacred 
Square.” 

Sunday, March 3, Ts “Who Are 
the Gods?” Mr. Port, 

Sunday, March 3, 8 p-m., “The Solar 
Theory,” 

Wednesday, March 6, 8 p.m.. “Letters,” 
pp. 34:38. 

Friday, March 8, 8 p.m.. “What is a 
Mahatma?” 

Sunday, March 10, 9.45 a.m., Ephesians 


vi. 

Sunday, March 10, 4 p.m., “The Sacred 
Triangle." 

Sunday, March 10. 7p.m., “How to Get 
Out of Hell.” Mr. Smythe. 

Sunday, March 10,8 p.m., “The Com. 
ing Force.” 

ee March 13, 8 p.m., “Letters,” 

. 38-46. 

Friday, March 15, 8 p.m, “Alchemy in 
the XIX Century.” 

Sunday, March 17, 945 a.m., ‘‘Philo- 
mon.” 

Sunday, March 17, 4 p.m., “What the 
Brain Does," 

Sunday, March 17, 7 p.m., ‘Ireland Bo- 
fore the Flood.” Mr. Titus. 

Sunday, March 17, 8 p.m., “The Ele 
ments and Atoms.” 


These meetings are held in the Socte 
ty’s Hall, 365 Spadina avenue, and the 
public are cordially invited to attend on 
Fridays and Sundays, The Sunday 
meetings are in charge of Mr. Port in 
the morning, Mr. Smythein the after- 
noon, and Mr. Titus at 8 o’clock. 
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NOTES ON THE MAGAZINES. 

“Mercury's” seventh number is ap- 
pronriately good. “The Energetic Ego” 
and “What the Symbols Say” are fit 
and proper items for that Theosophical 
child’s reading book we hope to see some 
dey. We who were -brought up on 
Kingsley's “Madam How and Lady 
Why,” and such sterling stuff find here 
the missing iinks of law and life whose 
absence then subdued enthusiasm and 
gave Art a chance to rob Nature. 

“The Path” continues H.P.B.'s Let- 
ters. It appears the English Freemasuns 
bestowed a diploma and decoration up- 
on herin 1877. “Testimony as to Ma- 
batmas” might be fuller if the injunc 
tion “See thou tell no nan” were not so 
binding. "Conversations on Occultism” 
describes Black Magicians and their 
methods. Mr. Wright points the moral 
“Do not desire to tell people how much 
you know or how wise you are, but 
rather instruct them so that they also 
may acquire the knowledge and the 
wisdom for themselves.” Mr. Fuller- 
ton breaks a butterfly in “Projected 
Hari-Kari,” the last paragraph of which 
is almost sardonic. 

“Scribner's Magazine" recently had a 
tale illustrating the alleged existence of 
a metal named Osiris—why not orichal 
cum?—whose value depended on its 
opacity to the force of gravity, all ob- 
jects losing their weight on having a 
sheet of the metul interposed between 
them and the earth. In this way the 
Pyramids and other great-stoned struct- 
ures were easily erected, says the 
romancer. But what if it be true? 
February Scribner bas an interesting 
article on “Giants and Giantism” in 
which overgrowth is described as a dis- 
ease—acromegaly—due to a degenera- 
tion of the pituitary body, a gland 
which Dr. Dana believes to be "an 
organ which separates from the blood 
some substance that has an tmportiut 
use in the econouiy.” 

“The Irish Theosophist" has Jasper 
Niemand's third Letter,” “Heed now 
the danger of this spiritual current to 
those amongst you whose thought- 
formis, whether of creedor plan, or what 
not else, are fixed. . Reaction 
awakens the pictures of erroneons iul- 
ages to fresh life, and casts their vivid 
jullages anew upon the brain: bewilder 
ment results." Mr. Judge is positive 
about H. P. B’s teaching on the closing 
of the cycle in 1897. ‘The door to the 


Lodge will shut—religions effort will g0 
on as usual— “but at the striking of the 
hour the door will shut, and not all 
your p'idings and cryings will open it 
to you.” 

“The Vahan” for January is a joust- 
ing tournament. ‘‘Lucifer” also blows 
the herald's trampet. Dr. Hartmann 
considers the disturbance an immense 
joke—which it is, only the English are 
weal of perception. Mr. Green sweeps 
the arena with H. P. B.’s letters to the 
American conventions of 1893 and 1899. 
Dr. Coryn’s fine article on “The Heaven- 
world,” and Basil Cruinp's equally ex 
cellent one on ‘Theosophy and Crime” 
are concluded. James Nissim his a 
most interesting paper ou ‘The Will 
and Reincarnation,” dealing with the 
question of whether we must go to 
heaven or not. 

“Book Notes” announces the publica- 
tion of “The Mahatma; a story of Mod- 
ern Theosophy,” at 6s, and "The Dream 
of Ravan” at 2s, 

“The Theosophic Gleaner” (Bombay) 
begins an article on “How to Begin the 
Study of Theosopliy,” and says: ‘Pol- 
itically the vaiue of Theosophy is in the 
scientitic and true basis it fnrnishes for 
the good government of countries and 
nations, without resorting to forcible 
and violent means as we uow-a-days find 
to be the case in the west.” 

“The Journal of the Maha Bodhi 
Society” supplies just that information 
regarding Buddhism which we heartily 
covet respecting the other great reli- 
gions. “What is Buddhism?" in the 
December number, the trauslations of 
Buddhist scriptures, etc. aud the sketch 
of “Buddhism in Ceylon” and criticism 
of Sir Monier Williams’ misleading lec- 
tures on Hinduism and Budilhism are 
exceediayly instructive, and we hope to 
reprint the summary of “Buddha's 
Teachings” next month from the Janu- 
ary number. 
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